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Preface 

he intent of this document is to provide guidance on the completion of the Medical Certificate of Death form 
(not the registration of death form). This document does not contain guidelines for determining the cause(s) of 
death. The cause(s) of death rules of coding are established by the World Health Organization and used by 
Statistics Canada to code the cause(s) of death documented on the Medical Certificate of Death and Medical 
Certificate of Stillbirth.  

Why is it important to complete the Medical Certificate of Death 
and Medical Certificate of Stillbirth correctly? 
Death registration serves two purposes. First, the completed death/stillbirth registration form is a permanent legal record 
of the death/stillbith of an individual. To this end, it records the personal information about the decedent and details of 
the circumstances of death/stillbirth that are legally required to issue a burial permit and to settle the estate, insurance, 
and pensions. Secondly, death/stillbirth registration forms, specifically the Medical Certificate of Death and Medical 
Certificate of Stillbirth, are the source of mortality statistics that form the basis of the oldest and most extensive public 
health surveillance systems. Statistics Canada requires death/stillbirth information to produce population estimates and 
projections, monitor demographic and health trends, contribute to methodological studies, support government policy 
and research studies and assist health professionals in disease surveillance and epidemiological studies. Vital statistics are 
the basis for important health and demographic indicators, such as life expectancy, infant mortality, cause(s) of death, 
fertility and mortality rates. 

Who can complete the Medical Certificate of Death and Medical 
Certificate of Stillbirth? 
Legislation was changed to accommodate the request to allow nurse practitioners (identified as prescribed practitioners 
Sections 15.1 and 25.1 in The Vital Statistics Regulations) to complete and sign the Medical Certificate of Death, Interim 
Medical Certificate of Death, Medical Certificate of Stillbirth and Interim Medical Certificate of Stillbirth. Sections 
35(2)(c) and (d), 36, 49(1)(c) and (d) and 50 of The Vital Statistics Act now state that: 

35(2) Unless there is reason to believe that a death occurred in any of the circumstances set out in The Coroners Act, 1999 
as circumstances in which notification is required to be given to a coroner, a medical certificate of death is to be 
prepared: 

(a) by a physician who was in attendance at the time of death or attended the deceased during the last illness of the 
deceased if the physician is able to make a reasonable determination of the medical cause of death; 

(b) if there is no attending physician who is able to make a reasonable determination of the medical cause of death, by 
any other physician who is able to make a reasonable determination of the medical cause of death; 
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(c) by a prescribed practitioner who was in attendance at the time of death or attended the deceased during the last illness 
of the deceased if the prescribed practitioner is able to make a reasonable determination of the medical cause of death; or 

(d) if there is no prescribed practitioner mentioned in clause (c) who is able to make a reasonable determination of the 
medical cause of death, by any other prescribed practitioner who is able to make a reasonable determination of the 
medical cause of death. 

36(1) A physician or prescribed practitioner who is awaiting the results of an autopsy, or a coroner to whom a death has 
been reported but who has not completed his or her responsibilities with respect to the death, may complete an interim 
medical certificate of death, in a form approved by the registrar, for the purpose of enabling a person to obtain a burial 
permit pursuant to section 42. 

(2) A physician, prescribed practitioner or coroner who completes an interim medical certificate of death: 

(a) must submit the interim medical certificate of death in accordance with clause 35(4)(a); and 

(b) as soon as is practicable after the results of an autopsy have been received or the coroner’s responsibilities have been 
completed, as the case may be, must complete a final medical certificate of death and submit it to the registrar. 

35(4) Subject to sections 36, 37 and 38, as soon as is practicable after the death of an individual: 

(a) the person who completes the medical certificate of death must submit the completed medical certificate of death: 

(i) to the funeral director to whom the body has been released; or 

(ii) if the body has not been released to a funeral director, to the registrar; 

49(1) As soon as is practicable in the circumstances of a stillbirth, a medical certificate of stillbirth in the form approved 
by the registrar, setting out the cause of stillbirth, must be completed: 

(a) by a physician who was in attendance at the time of the stillbirth; 

(b) if there was no physician in attendance at the time of the stillbirth, by any other physician or a coroner; 

(c) by a prescribed practitioner who was in attendance at the time of the stillbirth; or 

(d) if there was no prescribed practitioner in attendance at the time of the stillbirth, by any other prescribed practitioner 
or a coroner. 

(2) As soon as is practicable in the circumstances of a stillbirth: 

(a) the person who completes the medical certificate of stillbirth must submit the completed medical certificate of 
stillbirth to the funeral director to whom the body has been released; and 

(b) the funeral director must: 

(i) send to the electronic database a confirmation of receipt of the completed medical certificate of stillbirth; and 
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(ii) submit the original medical certificate of stillbirth to the registrar. 

50(1) A physician or prescribed practitioner who is awaiting the results of an autopsy, or a coroner to whom a stillbirth 
has been reported but who has not completed his or her responsibilities with respect to the stillbirth, may complete an 
interim medical certificate of stillbirth, in a form approved by the registrar, for the purpose of enabling a person to obtain 
a burial permit pursuant to section 56. 

(2) A physician, prescribed practitioner or coroner who completes an interim medical certificate of stillbirth: 

(a) must submit the interim medical certificate of stillbirth in accordance with subsection 49(2); and 

(b) as soon as is practicable after the results of an autopsy have been received or the coroner’s responsibilities have been 
completed, as the case may be, must complete a final medical certificate of stillbirth and submit it to the registrar. 

15.1 For the purposes of clauses 35(2)(c) and (d) and subsections 36(1) and (2) of the Act, a nurse practitioner is a 
prescribed practitioner. 

25.1 For the purposes of clauses 49(1)(c) and (d) and subsections 50(1) and (2) of the Act, a nurse practitioner is a 

prescribed practitioner. 

General Guidelines 

 Per The Vital Statistics Act, 2009 original forms provided by eHealth Saskatchewan must be used.  

 Any alterations or corrections to errors are to be initialed. 

 Full text is to be used – avoid using medical abbreviations as abbreviations can have multiple meanings 

and may be misinterpreted.  

 Record all entries in a legible manner. Illegible entries cannot be recorded and will affect the quality of 

statistical data. 

 Original copies of the Medical Certificate of Death or Medical Certificate of Stillbirth are to be provided. 

Copies are not permitted, however may be accepted in extenuating circumstances with approval from 

eHealth Saskatchewan.   

 Hospital labels must not be affixed to the Medical Certificate of Death or Medical Certificate of Stillbirth, 

as these are legal documents and are required to be completed by an individual. As per Section 14(3) of 

The Vital Statistics Act, 2009:  

 “No statement shall be accepted for the registration of an event unless: 

a) the name of the subject individual and all other particulars expressed in words are written 

entirely in characters of the Roman alphabet; and  

b) all particulars expressed in numerals, other than numerals that form part of an individual’s 

name, are written entirely in Arabic numerals.” 

 Documents are to be completed using blue or black ink. 
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 Definition of Stillbirth according to The Vital Statistics Act, 2009  

 “stillbirth” means the complete expulsion or extraction from the mother after at least 20 weeks’ 

pregnancy, or after attaining a weight of at least 500 grams, of a product of conception in which, 

after the expulsion or extraction, there is no breathing, beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical 

cord or unmistakable movement of voluntary muscle; (« mortinaissance ») 

 When completing the Interim Medical Certificate of Death/Interim Medical Certificate of Stillbirth use 

the Medical Certificate of Death/Stillbirth form, completing all the fields on the form except 10-17 on 

the Medical Certificate of Death and 11-15 on the Medical Certificate of Stillbirth. Note the Cause of 

Death field, should indicate that this is an Interim Medical Certificate of Death/Stillbirth by writing 

“Interim” or noting that the body is being released for post mortem examination. 
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Specific Guidelines 
 The following fields are mandatory (note: these fields correspond to the new form and differences 

between the new form (coming soon) and the current form have been noted): 

o (1) Surname of Deceased 

o (1) Given Name(s) of Deceased  

o (2) Date of Birth (new – to be introduced on the new forms (disregard if completing an 

old version) 

o (2) Date of Death 

 Note: The Date of Death has to be the date the deceased was pronounced dead and 

coincide with the medical records. (Any time after midnight is considered the next day) 

o (3) Sex of Deceased 

o (4) Saskatchewan Health Card Number (if applicable) 

o (5) Place of Death 

 Note: If the death did not occur in a hospital or institution, a street address (residential) 

or a land location is required.  

o (6) Cause of Death 

 Note: Please ensure the cause of death is as accurate and complete as possible. Medical 

cause of death is coded by Statistics Canada and they may follow up if this information 

is unclear or incomplete.  

o (7) Whether or not an autopsy is being conducted 

o (10) Manner of Death – indicate one of the following: 

(A) Natural; 
(B) Suicide; 
(C) Homicide; 
(D) Accident; or 
(E) Undetermined 
 

o  (11, 12, 13) If injury is reported, include how the injury occurred (these fields would only be 

completed where the death is unnatural and is being investigated by a coroner).  

o (14) If the sex of the deceased is female indicate if death occurred during pregnancy or within 90 

days following termination of pregnancy  

o  (15, 16, 17) Was there a surgical operation performed within 28 days of death 

 Note: If surgery is checked Yes, date of surgery and operative findings must be included
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o (18) Print the name of the physician, prescribed practitioner or coroner 

o (18) Print the mailing address of physician, prescribed practitioner or coroner 

o (19) Identifies who is completing the form, check off one of the following designations: 

(A) Attending physician; 
(B) Physician attending after death 
(C) Coroner  
(D) Prescribed practitioner (i.e. nurse practitioner); or (new – to be added on the new 

forms, if completing an old version draw a check box and write “Prescribed 
practitioner”) 

(E) Prescribed practitioner attending after death (new – to be added on the new forms, if 
completing an old version draw a check box and write “Prescribed practitioner 
attending after death”) 
 

o  (20) Sign your name on the Signature line  

o (20) Fill in the Date of Signature  

 Note: The date cannot be before the date of death. 
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Appendix  

Medical Certificate of Death (sample) 
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Medical Certificate of Stillbirth (sample) 
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Statement of Death (sample) 
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Death Certificate (sample) 
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